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Abstract
e | ;?O
This Paper discusses the implementation of securi QN raries. It also discusses various

methods of security system & policy & procedure Weakn.
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ies.
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Introduction />/
Libraries are institutions set’ up tertte educational, cultural, research, recreatiamal

information needs of their users. Li hawe iin objective of entrusted with selection, asttjoin,

organization, storage and ination of inforomato their patrons.
ge against booksdificult to combat because the risk of gettimgight is
od of success is higlriminal activities in academic libraries are natited to

equal common. The extent, nature and rate at wdrioles occur vary from one academic library to hent

I mplementation of Security System in Libraries

The important aspect that a library should plapaghbefore to initiating and implementing, an

appropriate electronic system.
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The total library collection

The procedure for stock verification and whetheotigh stock verification is undertaken or sample

verification is done.

To look into the appropriate loss of books by theft

To see whether the loss is due to misplacemenv@fto some extent.

To keenly observe the extended library hours durihgch time the loss could be

Whether the library is following the open accesb$ed access system.

Security system adopted by the library.

The staffing pattern for circulation / security aie the library. Qj

Whether the housekeeping operations of the Iib'saﬁym)ma%.

The library materials are bar-coded are not. ®

Closed Access, i.e. having stock

Various Methodsused in Libraries Ow
WCoumkrcked in cabinet.

their possession at the exit.

Maintenance of property counter in order to resuigers to bring their personal print material into
the library.
Electromagnetic Detection and Radio Frequency lfieation are the two major methods being

used.
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* External Alarm System (EAS) — the buildings themmsglbe alarmed to deter “break ins”.
* Video surveillance and closed circuit TelevisionsSEECTV) - Cameras which monitor and record
activities in (or outside) the library.
* Barcode and security labels / Strips-use of thyped of permanently — sensitized labels strips for

security against theft, tracking of materials tigloout processing and circulation.

Policy and Procedur e Weakness

Many of the weakness in the library’s secuaity not attributed to physi@d tions, bupdticies

and procedures which aid the culprit or which anpatyons and staff and lead to anti-library attsid

i .
Among the policies and procedure that Weake%
@

1. Restrictive Access conditions. Libraries withhvéingited hours discourage frequent trips to the
n

library and thus encourage thefb h

transportation. '\/

2. Keys: Keys to the libr, givi ut freely ®ers and staff and no regular inventory of key

yaggravated by lack of parking and public

holders is maintained. The

are frequenthheftype that can be easily duplicated. Locks are

4. Security Manual: Every library should have a sdgumanual setting forth what to do to

maintain security and how to deal with emergencies.

It should include at least the following:
* Each Staff member responsibilities for maintaingusity and in emergencies.

* Appropriate phone numbers for fire, police, libragministration etc.
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* Location of power switches
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Conclusion:
It is suggested that all libraries as parthefir security procedures should plan for only eméry and
exit.

It is foremost duty of the Librarian’s to ensypaper vigilance and security by pr

programs and methods for controlling theft, theréimre is a need of electronic

guarding the reading materials from theft as eyear there is a cut in budget

is being problematic . Qj

Thus automatic controlling of theft by electio means @ab%ﬂan beings to concentrateeon th

quality of rather than guarding the books. /\/
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